PARISH MARRIAGE INFORMATION BOOKLET
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PREFACE

You are planning to get married in the Catholic Church. This decision is one of the
most important steps you will take in your whole life.

You are making a solemn, sacred and public commitment to each other. For this
reason, the Church community asks you to deepen your awareness and
understanding of what it means to be married and how best you can prepare for
a happy life-giving marriage. This BOOKLET has been prepared to assist you to
understand what is required of you, if you wish to be married in the Church.

GENERAL REQUIREMNTS

PLEASE NOTE: One person is required to be a baptised catholic for the marriage
to be celebrated in the Catholic Church.

Both parties need to be free to marry in the Catholic Church, that is, there has
been no previous marriage. If there has been a previous marriage, people are
asked to speak with one of the priests in the parish before making any
arrangements.

DOCUMENTATION: Marriage papers will be prepared by the Priest at least SIX
MONTHS before the wedding date. He will need to sight both your Birth and
Baptismal Certificates and will require your FATHER’S NAME (in full) and your
MOTHER’S MAIDEN NAME (in full).

When you meet with the Priest, you will fill in the necessary Church and Civil
papers.



FORMAL PREPARATION

This preparation for your marriage is as important as any other preparation. The
Catholic Church has always seen the need for a couple planning to marry to have
a time to reflect on and prepare for their marriage. Now it is also a requirement
by the Civil (Government) Authorities. To assist you we offer an opportunity to
experience the support and wisdom of our married couples in the Church
Community.

CENTACARE in Geraldton provides Marriage Preparation Courses. The Parish
Office can give you details of the times or you can contact Centacare directly on
08 9921 1433 for more details.

The Priest will take you through the sacramental preparation of your marriage to
deepen understanding being married in the church. He will assist you in the
preparation of the Wedding Service which will be either a Nuptial Mass or simply
the Wedding Ceremony. The priest is happy to discuss either option with you.

THE WEDDING SERVICE

1. THE CEREMONY: You will be asked to select Scripture passages, prayers,
the vows and blessings to personalise your Service. Your Priest will assist
you. Arrange for members of your families or friends to be readers during
the Service.

2. MUSIC: In choosing music for your wedding, we advise it must be either
Sacred Music composed for use in Church, or popular music which speaks
directly of the Christian Dimension of love, provided it is used at an
appropriate time within the Service.

Popular music which refers ONLY to the physical and emotional
dimensions of love is inappropriate for your Wedding Service and is best
reserved for the wedding reception. Your selection of music should be
referred to the Priest before the final decision is made.

COPYRIGHT: If you reproduce the songs with words, then you will have
to obtain the copyright from the concerned agencies.

3. MUSICIANS: It will be necessary for you to make your own arrangements
for organist, instrumental and/or vocal. Should you need any help please
contact the Parish Office.



FLOWERS

Please inform the Priest prior to the flower arrangements. Where more than one
wedding is scheduled for a weekend, it is recommended that you contact the
other party with the view of sharing the flowers and thus the cost. Your Priest
can help you in this regard.

PHOTOGRAPHS

ONE PHOTOGRAPHER is permitted to record the SERVICE. Please request that
he/she contact the Celebrant prior to the Service to arrange an appropriate
position that will not detract from the sacredness of the Wedding Service. THE
SAME APPLIES FOR THE VIDEOGRAPHER as well.

CONFETTI

We do not allow CONFETTI, RICE or OTHER SUCH THINGS to be used in the Church
or the grounds.

PUNCTUALITY

Often there is more than one wedding on the same day. Please be sensitive to
this. We wish to avoid unpleasantness caused for all when there is unnecessary
delay.

MARRIAGE DONATION
A donation of $300 is to offset expenses involved and use of the Church.

REHERSAL
Please arrange a practice of the Wedding Service with your Priest. This usually
takes place on the evening before your wedding day.
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